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MISSISSIPPI S'IAI'Ii
FT]NIiITAI, SERVICI

JOSIIUA HUGHtts

MtsstssIPt,l

ttoAltD ol.'

S'IATE BOAITI) oII trUNIRAL SITI{VI(]It

C0MI'LAINi{NT

IrS Licersc NO.9224

ITES}ONDItN'I

I'INAL OI{DtrR

lhc above-entitlcd r)tatleL carrre bcirr.e the Mississippi Slate Boanl ol Fulerai Scrvicc
("Iloa|cl") on January I l, 202l, iu Flowood, RaIkiu County, Mississippi, pursuant to a Notice of
Ilealing rrxl Conrlllainl issued 1o Joshua Hughes. Joshua Hughes rclcLled to her.cin rs
"Respondcnl".

A quolum of thc Board ntcnibers wts pt.esent via Zrx)lll and participalcd througholtt the
hcaring anrl delibetation in llrc rnaltcr. Iilwar.d Wiggins,.L.., Speoiai Assistant ,Attolltey aioDcl.al,
seNed as A(lnrinistrativc I Icaring Oflioer', presided at thc hcarilg and was direcled to preparc thc
I'loald's wr itlcn decision irr accoldalce rvitlr its deliber.atiols 'l llc Eoard. l)l!ing llcld the hceline
aIrd cor]sidcrin! lhe clidrncc p|esented,tttakcs lhe iollo$,i g ilnCit-rgs. conclLrsions atid or dcI birseC
on olear lud curvjncing cr irlenoet

IINDIN(IS OI' F/\CT

I I-ht lJcraLLl is cstablishe,.l fursLra]ll 1o'litlc 7-'j. ('hd|ter 1l ot tirc \llssisslppi (iod,: ol
19i2, ls arrcnded. and is ch.rr'8ed rr lth thc ilLrtl, ol licensilpl alJ r.gulaljnB liurcral cstablisirnrrlts
and thc bLtsirrcss and pr'acticc of lirnetal scrvico aud liiltel ill direcling.

2. .loshua Hughes provides scrvice in Grenacla, (jlcnada Corurtv, Mississippi, as a litrreral
setr.ices plactitioucr, holdiug Liccnsc Nurrrbq FS-9224 issucd by the Boar.d.

3. I his Diatter alose as a resull ol'a collplaint llled by lhc tsoard (,'CoDrplaitralll ,).rgrinst

the Respondenl on or about DcceDlber 17,2020 tllatallou,ed Ilcsponderrt to lilc a w,itteo response.
Respoidcnl l'ailed to providc a wjtter rcsp(nrsc to tlle oonrplaint.(Scc Hxhitrit A)

4. Or) l)ecenrbcr 20, 2019, the Board senl a lettcr to the Respo dcnt ilt lris address 01'

recor'd regislered with the lloa|cl office. di|ccting llespolldetrt to pro!ide a !vrillclt response lo lhc
Roard rcgarding the allcgations ofthe corrrplaint. 'lhc licspoDder)l did nol plovide a wrillerl
resfoIse a,rd only providcd doctulenls.(Scc ]ixlribit B)



7. Tlie Rcspondcr( appcalcd for.andwas ot rcpresentcd at. lhc hailrin{ hcld betbrc the
Borrd. nor did he filc a ohjccrion ol opposition ro thc Courpleint t'iled in lhis rrliil(er. Thercfore.
thc lacrs in this ca\c r|c undisputc'd and set tbllh hc.ernlrcla)\\

t. On or alroul .lulr ll. l0lS. Respo|dsrl \\r\ i|dicred for llre lollo\\ ir)g rr lhe ( ircun
('ourr ol' Grcnada. Nlrssrssippr:

5

\rrticc of
|egistcred

L nlL':i .)1h.11\ r:. lndr..ltad. all
iur.ndad

statuton rclircnce is to thc \lissirsippi ( odc ol lqTl. as

Tlcrcallcr. on Deccrrber l?. l0:0. lh. Iloard inirirrcd rh!'ntsltnl procL'edllrl.ls *.ilh a
Hcadnq and ('u)platnl, \\hich \\'as sened on the llespondenl at his address ofrecold
with thc Board o,licc.

The Conr|lxinrDl appeared and full.v patlrcintted ilt lhc h.atitlg hcl(l hclbre theBoard.

Based upon lhc li)rc!()rng Ii dings oflrxct. lhc lJoa nrakes the lblk)wrn!l

a) (onsplllcyto('Lrntntita('rirnernrioulurn()l .lr:rv.!.r4rlrl ( rrrlr. lira \()]-l-l:
h1 Insurancc I'rarrd rI r rolalion of lli'vi:rry7ri ( olr.1r,. \l-5--l0l:
c) Injurn !c I:riru(l irr r ioletion o1 .1/iivr.r 4)ti ( ol. 1n . \l-i--11)-r (Sc. lr\hrbtl C)

9 On Lrr ]hoL[ \r]ru.l l5 :(rl9 Rcyor,lcfr .ntrtrLl I plca r,l gutLl) lrj th. lil(,1\ antne
(,1 (.Lrll l a.nifr.rL.r rr,(,,nrmit !( nnia (-l1i\\ (,rir lrirr \q--l-lr\\lt.ll\\r:l...pr.db\lhc
(ru11 R!'\llonde]l1 \rLsruh\!qucntL\{tdar!d1t) nt.dlirl.llrli]enltontlltc,,llt(.L,fiild!.fitrIl
r: ()1 lhc drte of1lr. Ilcu ol lrrrlr.

co\ct_ust()\s ( )1.' t.A\\

I The Borr'.1 lra. rrrrsJr.riolr o\!.r lhc Iiesjr()n!lcnt xrd thr sutr.lt ntirll(r LI rllts case

fr!\Llrr,l lo\-.1-ll-l9 l !l l-l ll-:-: \'enuci.hk.\rLsrfroprrl\fiar-.dh.lorrll)cllo.rrdrohe.lr
l lr Ls n lr.r i. Flo\\ oo!1. IilnL L. ( (junl\. \1ii!r\\rlll

2. This nlalrcr $as dul\ and ropcrlv corr\ancd and all sULrslunli\c lrnd pr.occdurlrl
requircrDcnls undcrla\ lIr\ c been satisllcd.

3. 'lllc Board hlsstllutowauthorilvfursulnt l{) $7J-ll-5J losuspelld or rc\!kcil license,
rc'primand a liccnsee- inrposc a iine or nlo elan pcrrirltv on rhc liccnsee. rnd irr.to take any other.
:lction in relation loaliccnse. including. butn(,tlllDilcd toprobalron. astltc []().utl tindsproperfor
ln', r rolation oflhc \litlLrlcs und or fttles and felulali0n: {dterning lhc liccnsins itnd re{ularitrn o1
iu cral estahLshDtents. lirnc|al dircctors antl funcrll scn ice nraatitia)ners.

,1. lhe Boa lhcrrli)rc concludes tltrl lhc c\i(lcnac clearly and conrrlcrrrglt cstablishes
l basis for disciplinary r.lron pursuanl lo.s7l-ll-5r in lhat Rcspondcnl \iolirlctl ollc and ormore
,)t the lbllo\\'il]g:



The conr iclron ol a felon! b\ an\ coun in lhis stalc or rn\ liderxl coulr or
hr tlre.,'rrrt ,,1 an) ,'lh(t :lill(,'r l(. rt, r\..,t llrc I n \,,1 :t.rr....lr,rr rrrt hrrrr
culr\l\l(,1 ,'l ur llcJ!utll\ luJ l(1,,n\ r ilt(..,.Ltn,ot rl,r.srrtu.,,r ;rrrr,,rlr.r
statc. tclTrltrl' or country [,hich $,oukl prelent a person ]ll)nl holdlng
elccled r)lllue. ( onvicrion. as us.d in lhis paragraph. shlll Itclude a
detcned conr'iction. defcncd proscrution. dcfened se tencc. llntlinq or
\erdict ol Suih- rn adnlission ol sUrlt). or a plea oI /,.)/o (tDlk,t)lt,tt i1
\ iolat(nr ol l/r\\ Cole .!na. lll,l l -51 ( l ) tc):

rit \'rolatxrrr (,1 irn\ pto\ision ol lhts ch3ltcr or an\ rul!' a'r re{ulali(,n of thc
IJoard irr rrirlatron of .Viss. Co&,_1ntt.1s73-l l-57 (g)t and

rii) Artr or contluct.*hether-theslntcor ol a drfl'etent character lhiln \pecilicd
abo\c. \rlrich constitutes or dcnx)rslIi cs bad liith. inc0rtrlrctcrrc) or
untrusl$()tthiuess: or dishonesl. llrU(lulcnt or intproper dcalrrtr:. or anv
other !iolirlioll oI thc prorisions ol lllls chaptcr. lhe rulcj iurd rc!ulalions
cstrhlishcd b\ the board (liulr I l0 j) or anr. rulc Lrr rcr:ullrirrn
prontLrl!r(c(l Lha F.'dertl Trtdc ( {nntrri!\ion relartre lo lhc frlcticc ol'
funeral srr'rrrcot lun!'ral Jlrectin! rrr r Lr,hlion of l/rrr (,r/, ,,r/, \:i-lI
5-(\ I

Bv such uondtr.l lhc Ilcspondent fullher luile(l lo contlll), wilh lhc lil\ s. tulrs und
rclulatiolrs govcnlnl{ rirnclirl cstablishmcnls antl rlrc l,[rct]ce oflirncral dircclinr: rrrr(i or lineral
\.r\ice in rhe51al.o, N{r\sissippi irriolatronol \tt ll-51(l)(q).

Ci\cn lhe cntire crrlence produced in thc rccorl hclore the Botrd. thc l:]oil iinds tlr
lirllorvrng ordcr aud d i:crphnc (o he approprirtc rrn(lcr lhc circLltnslanccs

oR T) I,,I{

IT IS 'IHERUI()l{llD ORDERED rharl

A. Respondcr)t is hclebt assessed it nl(nrelllt1 pcnalty ir the anroLrrrt ol Iirc I{undnrl
Dollanj ($500.00) lin the ilrst violatxnr riled hcrein. Soen Hunrlrcrl Irillv Dollars
($750.00) lin lhc s('cond r,iolarion and Sercn [{undred Fiftv Dolllrs {g?50.00) ibr thc
third r (rlalro0- li)r a loral of T\r'o Thorrsurrti Dollars (S1.000 00) Urrlhin lhirt). (10)
ealcltdar dit\ \ lro t lhe d ate this Flnal Ordcr is !,\eeuted_ the Ilc\pon(l{nl ntusl pav the
nron!-tttr fcnalt\ rn tullor ntake jniltrrcntrnts rvtrhthe Boarrl olJicetoInvihaFanahv
rn lour (-l) rlronlhl\ in\rallrnenls .fat l.asl l:i\e Hundred Doll.lrj (S5j6 l-it. The lirst
ilrslalhrcnl fit\nrent is duc and plvahlc t() th. Iloard \\rthin thrrrr (]0) ca[ndar davs
from lhe dirlc lhr\ [:Ila] Or dcr is creculcrl illrd I hc renlalnng rnstallrncnt par ntcnts sh.ill
be duc on the l5'l cler ol c.ach nro lh IllrrcJialcl) tbllo\\'in! lhcrcitltcr Lrntrl paid in
iull. Il lhc Ilc\p(nldcnt t'ails to nukc a rnonthlv nstallmcnt'payurcnt. lhe lcrna,[x1g
balance \\ ill hc duc inrrnccliately and the lirilurd to pay sllall be dccrnetl ir rrolarion oI
this Order allrl potcotiallv subiecr [-icense \Lrrnber FS-922{ ro rt\1'caritru



C.

B.

D.

TIe monelary penaltl musl be paid by nionev ordcr or cellified or cashicr's check.
pa),able to the Mississippi State Board of Funeral Scnicc. The Respondcnt shall be
liablc for thc paymenr of thc n1onelary pcnalt\ .

'llc Funeral Scnlce Licensc Number FS-9214 issued to Joshua Hughes is placed on
probati(nr for at least one (l ) ) ear lronr and afler the datc that lhis Iinal Ordcr is signed
b) the Board This probation $ill begin olrh after the Rcspondenl has satisiied the
prorisions described above in Paragraph A regarding thentonelary penal!y.

It. ho$elcr. the Respondcnt does not ntccl lhe pre-condition descrrbcd abt,re irr
Pamgrirph r\. thc probalion \'ill re ain in effccr ultil lirl1hcr ordcrof the Board.

Alterthc Respondent has rnel the rcquirenienls spccified abore in Pnragraph A. thc
Ilcspondcnt s liccnsure PI{OIIATION shall bc subjecl to thc lbllo\! rng tcnns and

(l)

(2)

(l)

'llc Respondent shiiil be placcd on probation for no less than one l ear liont
and after lhe datc rhat the Board cxecUles lhrs !_inal Order.

Thc Respondcrt shall pay the nronetary pcnaltv as ser fol1h ill this Final
Order of-f\\ o Thcrusand Dollarrs 152,000) and cosl of th. coufl repoller of
T\\o Hundred tifl) Dolla ($21-<) 1in aloralof (92,215 00)

T)re Respondent shall appear and rcport lo lhe tsoad as requested by lhe
Board.

(.1) Tlle Respondenr shall prompll) ad!isc rhe Board irr \\.riling of an) chanses
in address. practice. profcssional slatus. owner.ship. tranagenient or
cornpliancc \\'ith this Final Order. IIc shall infi)rm thc Board in $riting
\\'ilhin no more than sc\en (J) calcndar davs ofany change conceming the
albresaid infbnnatiou or condilions.

(5) Ilcspondent shall cooperate * ith the Board. its allomevs. invcstigato]s. and
othe[ rcpresentatives ii the invcstiqation ol Respondenls operali()n.
practiccs and compliance rvith thc provisions ol thts Final Ordcr. The
Rcspondent is rcsponsiblc tbr denxntstrating contplancc \\,ilh each and
even'ptovision ofthis Final Ordcr. lle Ilespondenl nla) bc rcquired lo
lirrnish thc Board *ith additional intbnnation as nuv be deeured neccssan
h\ lll( tsocrdul it. riprc.rnrlrire: lrr.th.R<.f,,hocrrr'.r<.p.n.il"it,rr..
full,"- conply !\'iih all such rcqu.sts in a til)1cly [ashion. Fai]Lrre to
satisfacloily compl) \tilh such l'eqll.sls \lil] be dccntcd I violatiolt oi'
probrlion and sta), ol sLtspcnsi(,t.

{6) Tlx)sc tirlc perrods dunng rvhich
scn ice in thc Stale ol Mississippi
probalionan'time

thc Respondenl docs not pro\'ide fuueral
\\ rll rut b( jrcd rrcd lo\\ .I J rn) fcnod ol'



Il rs lhe Rcspon(ient'sresponsrbilrtl to cnsurc all pa\ntcnts alrd docUr)te lalton requircd
tobefiled\\nhlhcBolrdpursuanltolhrsl-inal Ordcrare linel\ filcd h,"- rhose rraki:rg
thc pa\lnenl or preparing the rcporl. cvitltitlion. or doculrcnlal r(rt. li]llure to llakc
paynrent on or hci'ore the duc dnle is a r iolation ol this Order.

Respondent shrll conrpll'\\ilh the tcmrs ol tl)is Final Ordcrand all srdrc and fidcral
slatules and rc{ulalions conceming lhc op.\ltliott of luneral establishnranls andror thc
practiae orbusiness ol litneral dirc'cting lid or lilneral scnicc,. Frilulc l() do so shall
aonstilul!, a \ iolal ron of probation tnd ol thts (Jtdcr. The burdcn r,l lrtxtl for artr aer LurL

blought ar:arnsl rhc Rcspondenl as a tesull oia bleach ofthe condtlt(rns ol'rhis Final
Ordcr shall hc on Ihe Respondenl lo d cln()nsllilrc colrpliancc \\ lth tlrs Otd cl.

(i. IltheBorrd hes p()bable causc to b!'lrcvt. Ilc:pondenrhaslailedtoconrpl).*irborhas
\iolalcd i]lry ol lhc requircnlents fo| stlltnq thc suspcnsion as olrllincd in lhis Finiil
Order. thc lirlrtl ntar removc th! s(il\cd su\penst(nt.

E

II

J,

Furlhcr. itarrr llcspondent f'ails (o cornplr s ith rhc lal s and lcsulltrrns!orerrin! the
operrlion (il lLrlrcrrl esteblisirntenls rnrl or lhe prectrce or busutcss ()l_1uu.nl dlr(rull!
3nd nr tirncritl serricc ard or \\Lth elt\ rcn s ,rrr crindlrroIs (,l lhi\ Irnrl {-_)rJer. rhc
Resporrrlcrrt rrIrr l,t sLrblccr roaddrttoniildr.crpLin.rn rclion. Ltf tolrrLl i|.ludrnc hcensc
rc\ ocirlion. h\ tlr(: tsoird.

Therc shall l). no lulonlatic Ienl)inilli()r) i)l frobtlron aljerrhc crrrlol Ilrc Ilespondcnl s
probation pcntrl ,\1lhe end oflhc pr()h:rtrorr pcriod- the Respondcll trrl) pctilion tlr
Bcraxl in rlr'itrrr! li)r lenrinlrtion oI pr1)lrulr('l rnd til]l reinstatcnroll ol lican\e wilhoul
rcslriclions t,r corrriitions. Il lhe Ii.st()nJ.nl h.ls sillislactofll\ (]orrnlicd $ith tll
cond itrons (i l tli is l.iuill Order- thct'c erc o out\tnnd in{ complainl\ t)r (jlhel d t\ciplinrn
rcllLrrl: or f,r(,.ecdIt95 pendll)s illti n\t tha I{einondant: irtrLl lh. Ilaifondcnr t.
Lrlhelxrsr Irl aId aonuclallt to ilal t\ r lurtrral c:ta[.lt.hnrcit. lrrllcrul dueitoI arrl
lirnc|al .c|rLcc Liccnrec. theBoard\ill rc|rtrrnalc probrtlon Ilthcltespondentiailstc,
mak! such l \\r(raI request ol'lclilror. lhen his liccnse prohulionan sletus shall
conl inuc. \lrblccl l() lhe tcrms alld contlrr 11,rrs sel for'th in this Finirl ( )1(lcr

Anl morcY prrrd h\ tha RespondcDt shltll hr dccmed recci\cd b\ th0 Ilo;rrd \\ hen notcd
ln the Iloi d \ record b\: Board s(illl l rrlr(1. irn\ r,rruslr,rllerrrr. rrpoft or
docurrcnlirlion lroor ol lor thc Resporrdcrrts shell bc deented rcccivcd br the- Board
\\ lrcn thc [ir)irr(l \ JrtL'itrnlp i\ ilffixr(l lr, Ihc c(lnejpondct](.a

'Ilc l]touelrn penullr . aosts. fecs and
Irrnal Ordcr in th. l'ontr ofa ccrrilicd
lo i\'lississifpi State Board ofFuneral
Dircctor. N4issis:rlpi Stare Boa|d ol'
F lorvood. Ir{rssissippi 392)2-97 09.

or olhar rcpafi ordocuntentatron requreil blthts
chccl or nroncv order(s) shrll be nudc ptyablc

SL rr r,, irnJ d.,lrrcr<.1 t.' I)rll,r :r, rlr. F\(jJlr\c
I:urerrl Scnrce. -1()l() Lakclrut(l (o\c. Suile W.

K. Rcspondcnt shlll bc rcsponsible forall c()stsa d cxpenses associalcd \\ithcrmxu oul
Ihe provisions ()t rhls Filtal Order includirrc coun rcponer costs
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